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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT ODUBER'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

1 . EMBASSY HAS LEARNED THAT PRESIDENT ODUBER HAS BEEN 
TELLING AT LEAST SOME GOCR OFFICIALS THAT HE EXPECTS TO 
SEE PRESIDENT CARTER WHILE HE IS IN WASHINGTON IN EARLY 
FEBRUARY. HE TOLD DCM LAST WEEK THAT HIS VISIT WOULD 
BE UNOFFICIAL AND THAT HE DID NOT EXPECT DEPARTMENT TO 
ARRANGE ANY MEETINGS FOR HIM. HOWEVER. ODUBER HAS A 
NUMBER OF INFLUENTIAL PERSONAL CONTACTS IN WASHINGTON. 
AND HE MAY WELL INTEND TO DRAW ON THESE TO ATTEMPT TO 
ARRANGE A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT. 

2. WHILE WHITE HOUSE MAY HAVE ITS OWN CRITERIA FOR 
MEASURING DESIRABILITY OF AN INFORMAL MEETING BETWEEN 
PRESIDENTS CARTER AND ODUBER. SUCH A 

MEETING IS NOT ESSENTIAL IN CONTEXT OF U.S.-COSTA RICAN 
RELATIONS. IF MEETING IS REQUESTED BUT NOT GRANTED, 

WE DOUBT THAT ODUBER WOULD TAKE OFFENSE. HOWEVER, SINCE 
ODUBER REPRESENTS ONE OF FEW GENUINE DEMOCRACIES 
IN LATIN AMERICA, HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS IN U.S. 

COULD FAIL TO UNDERSTAND WHY PRESIDENT WOULD PASS UP 
OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH ODUBER IN THE FIRST WEEKS OF 
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THE ADMINISTRATION. ON THE OTHER HAND, TO HAVE SUCH 
A MEETING WOULD APPEAR TO ESTABLISH A PRECEDENT FOR 
ALL LATIN AMERICAN CHIEFS OF STATE WHO MIGHT HAVE REASON 
TO MAKE UNOFFICIAL VISIT TO WASHINGTON DURING CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION. THEY COULD BE EXPECTED TO PRESS FOR 
SIMILAR MEETINGS AND MIGHT FAIL TO UNDERSTAND SHOULD THE 
PRESIDENT BE UNABLE TO RECEIVE THEM. 
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3. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT WOULD SEEM PREFERABLE 
FOR ODUBER TO AVOID A WASHINGTON VISIT NOW. WE HAVE NO 
REAL BASIS TO ASK HIM TO CANCEL, BUT SINCE OSTENSIBLE 
PURPOSE OF VISIT IS TO RECEIVE ALBERT SCHWEITZER CON 
SERVATION AWARD, SHIFTING OF SITE OF AWARD CEREMONY MIGHT 
TAKE CARE OF THE PROBLEM. DEPARTMENT AND TRANSITION TEAM 
MIGHT WISH TO CONSIDER QUIETLY ASKING SPONSORS OF AWARD 
CEREMONY TO CHANGE AWARD DINNER FROM WASHINGTON, D.C. 

TO ANOTHER LOCATION, POSSIBLY A NATIONAL PARK OR OTHER 
AREA IDENTIFIED WITH PLANT AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION. 

SINCE ODUBER IS SCHEDULED TO SPEAK IN NEW ORLEANS 
ON FEBRUARY 1 1, A LOCATION CLOSE TO NEW ORELANS WOULD 
BE IDEAL. PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST COULD THEN BE EXPRESSED 
EITHER THROUGH A NOTE OR A TELEPHONE CALL. 

TODMAN 
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